To the Editor,
Taxpayers spent $10,000,000+ on a downtown mall and renovation to attract retail and commercial businesses. Now “New Castle Arts and Technology Center” (NCATC) is proposing to takeover part of our $10,000,000 investment plus they want $2,000,000 more for “at-risk” inner-city students? This is outrageous fraud.
New Castle is not an “inner-city”. Moreover, taxpayers built a new Junior/Senior High School with courses in computers, art and technology. As a substitute teacher, I see New Castle teachers go beyond the call-of-duty -- helping students, counseling them, offering resource rooms, tutoring and even buying prom dresses etc for them - to make sure students are not “at-risk”. “Failure is not an option” is bannered on the walls of the schools. We already have nonprofit organizations to help with GED's, career-counseling, job searches and offer several trade schools. I talked with over 12 nonprofit/government agencies in New Castle and all concurred that NCATC services are redundant.

According to the Governor’s Office, Pennsylvania has 5,700,000 workers and 2,800,000 welfare recipients. Result: funding will continue being cut. The NCATC will be asking for the same “educational” funding that our schools and established nonprofit programs receive. Therefore, NCATC’s 30 new jobs would cost other non-profits jobs. Thus we gain nothing and lose our only downtown source for attracting retail and commercial businesses.
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